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The purpose of this list is to provide resources for comrades looking to develop their grounding in
Marxist theory. As such, it is not an introduction to either Marxism or radical politics in general.1

Rather, it is meant to provide avenues of education to people who already have some familiarity
with the basics of Marxism. The emphasis is on theoretical matters, not history or analyses of
contemporary politics, as quality readings on those matters are often easier to locate. Almost all
of the readings, with the exception of those listed under ‘Further Reading,’ are article-length texts.
This has been done not to denigrate the importance of longer readings, but rather to attempt to
provide resources that furnish the most intellectual payoff for the least commitment of time or
resources. Links to readings available online are indicated in blue.

Political Economy

Introductory

• Alex Callinicos - The Revolutionary Ideas of Karl Marx, Ch. 6

• Ernest Mandel - An Introduction to Marxist Economic Theory

Intermediate

• Anwar Shaikh - “An Introduction to the History of Crisis Theories”

• Claus Offe - “The Political Economy of the Labor Market”

Advanced

• Robert Brenner and Mark Glick - “The Regulation School: Theory and History”

• Duncan Foley - “Recent Developments in the Labor Theory of Value”

Further Reading

• Howard Botwinick - Persistent Inequalities: Wage Disparities Under Capitalist Competition

• Andrew Kliman - Reclaiming Marx’s Capital: Refuting the Myth of Inconsistency

• David Harvey - A Companion to Marx’s Capital

1For readers looking for such introductions, I would suggest Alex Callinicos’ - The Revolutionary Ideas of Karl
Marx or Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States. Paul D’Amato’s The Meaning of Marxism is also a
readable introduction to Marxism, with an emphasis on the political implications for activists today.
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http://miha.ef.uni-lj.si/_dokumenti3plus2/195099/Callinicos_-_Revolutionary_Ideas_of_Karl_Marx.pdf
http://www.marxists.org/archive/mandel/1967/intromet/index.htm
http://www.contra-versus.net/uploads/6/7/3/6/6736569/crisis_theories.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImczkxeGFjY0Y2Um8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImV2FVSHpSQXl3VVk/edit?usp=sharing
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.46.7318&rep=rep1&type=pdf


• Paul Sweezy - The Theory of Capitalist Development

• Alfredo Saad-Filho - The Value of Marx: Political Economy for Contemporary Capitalism

The State

Introductory

• Vivek Chibber - Capitalism and the State

• Ralph Miliband - “Marx and the State”

Intermediate

• Fred Block - “The Ruling Class Does Not Rule”

• Claus Offe and Volker Ronge - “Ten Theses on the Theory of the State”

• Colin Barker - “A Critique of Nicos Poulantzas”

Advanced

• Clyde Barrow - “Ralph Miliband and the Instrumentalist Theory of the State - The (Mis)Construction
of an Analytic Concept”

• Claus Offe - “The Theory of the Capitalist State and the Problem of Policy Formation”

Further Reading

• Clyde Barrow - Critical Theories of the State: Marxist, Neomarxist, Postmarxist

• Ralph Miliband - The State in Capitalist Society

• Thomas Ferguson - Golden Rule: The Investment Theory of Party Competition and the Logic
of Money-Driven Political Systems

Revolutionary Socialist Organization

Introductory

• Jennifer Roesch - “Spontaneity and Organization”

• Joel Geier - “Socialists and Movements”

• Brian Jones - Marxism and Organization: Why We Need a Revolutionary Party

• Colin Barker - “Dynamics of Mass Movements”

Intermediate

• Charlie Post - “What is Left of Leninism: New European Left Parties in Historical Perspec-
tive”

• Ernest Mandel - The Leninist Theory of Organization and its Relevance for Today
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5R-9X_BtP4
http://socialistregister.com/index.php/srv/article/view/5961/2857#.UqznqJCJAjA
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~wright/SOC621/RulingClass.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImTmVkRE5iWThfcEk/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.isj.org.uk/?id=294
http://www.academia.edu/3694221/Ralph_Miliband_and_the_Instrumentalist_Theory_of_the_State_The_Mis_Construction_of_an_Analytic_Concept
http://www.academia.edu/3694221/Ralph_Miliband_and_the_Instrumentalist_Theory_of_the_State_The_Mis_Construction_of_an_Analytic_Concept
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~wright/SOC621/offcap.pdf
http://isreview.org/issue/85/spontaneity-and-organization
http://www.isreview.org/issues/47/socmove.shtml
http://wearemany.org/a/2013/06/marxism-and-organization
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bz3wUg3e6r_4YjM5ZGNkYWMtYTM1OS00ZGVhLTlmMzctOGQ1ZjE0YjRiMGUz/edit?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7Imd2lHRjdxVDhZOTg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7Imd2lHRjdxVDhZOTg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.marxists.org/archive/mandel/196x/leninism/


Advanced

• John Eric Marot - “Class Conflict, Political Competition, and Social Transformation: Critical
Perspectives on the Social History of the Russian Revolution”

• Colin Barker - “Class Struggle, Movement, Party - Some Problems and Possible Solutions”

• Wayne Au - “Vygotsky and Lenin on Learning”

Further Reading

• Paul LeBlanc - Lenin and the Revolutionary Party

• Neil Harding - Lenin’s Political Thought: Theory and Practice in the Democratic and Socialist
Revolutions

Women’s Oppression

Introductory

• Sue Ferguson - “Building on the Strengths of the Socialist Feminist Tradition”

• Sharon Smith - “Marxism, Feminism, and Women’s Liberation”

• Sue Ferguson - Lise Vogel and Social Reproduction Theory

Intermediate

• Johanna Brenner and Maria Ramas - “Rethinking Women’s Oppression”

• Paul Smith - “Domestic Labor and Marx’s Theory of Value”

Advanced

• Martha Gimenez - “Capitalism and the Oppression of Women: Marx Revisited”

• Pat Armstrong and Hugh Armstrong - “Beyond Sexless Class and Classless Sex: Towards
Feminist Marxism”

Further Reading

• Lise Vogel - Marxism and the Oppression of Woman: Toward a Unitary Theory

• Heather Brown - Marx on Gender and the Family: A Critical Study

• Johanna Brenner - Women and the Politics of Class

• Angela Davis - Women, Race, & Class

• Rosalind Pollack Petchesky - Abortion and Woman’s Choice: The State, Sexuality, and Re-
productive Freedom
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http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/67179/mod_resource/content/1/Marot_Social_History_Politics.pdf
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/67179/mod_resource/content/1/Marot_Social_History_Politics.pdf
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bz3wUg3e6r_4ODUyMDhmOTUtZTU1Ni00NTU3LTgwMzMtMTZkM2FiZGU5OWI2/edit?usp=drive_web&hl=en
http://lchc.ucsd.edu/mca/Paper/AuVygotskyandLenin.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImY1MzeThlekdqdkU/edit?usp=sharing
http://socialistworker.org/2013/01/31/marxism-feminism-and-womens-liberation
http://wearemany.org/a/2013/06/lise-vogel-and-social-reproduction-theory
http://www.scribd.com/doc/110798467/Johanna-Brenner-and-Maria-Ramas-Rethinking-Women-s-Oppression
http://www.scribd.com/doc/121683872/Paul-Smith-Domestic-Labour-and-Marx-s-Theory-of-Value
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImMlRwRGQza1NoN1U/edit?usp=sharing
https://mediatropes.com/index.php/spe/article/viewFile/13332/10215
https://mediatropes.com/index.php/spe/article/viewFile/13332/10215


Class and Class Analysis

Introductory

• Hal Draper - “Why the Working Class”

• Sam Farber - Marxism and Class

Intermediate

• Erik Olin Wright - Class Analysis, from Class Counts

• Alex Callinicos - “The New Middle Class and Socialists”

• Harry Braverman - Labor and Monopoly Capital

• Martha Gimenez - “Marxism and Class, Gender and Race: Rethinking the Trilogy”

Advanced

• Erik Olin Wright - Classes, Chs. 1-3

• Claus Offe and Helmut Wiesenthal - “Two Logics of Collective Action: Theoretical Notes on
Social Class and Organizational Form”

• Geoffrey Ernest Maurice De Ste. Croix - Class Struggle in the Ancient Greek World, Ch. 2

Further Reading

• Erik Olin Wright - Classes

• Erik Olin Wright - Class Counts

• Alex Callinicos - Making History: Agency, Structure, and Change in Social Theory

Racism and Race

Introductory

• Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor - “Race, Class, and Marxism”

• Barbara Jeanne Fields - “Slavery, Race, and Ideology in the United States of America”

• Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor - The Political Economy of Racism

Intermediate

• Barbara Jeanne Fields - “Ideology and Race in American History”

• Barbara Jeanne Fields - “Whiteness, Racism, and Identity”

• Robert Brenner and Johanna Brenner - “Reagan, the Right, and the Working Class”
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http://socialistworker.org/2012/09/14/why-the-working-class
http://wearemany.org/a/2013/06/marxism-and-class
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~wright/Published%20writing/Class-Counts-chapter-1.pdf
http://www.isj.org.uk/?id=269
http://www.unc.edu/~jbecks/comps/pdf/braverman.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/Sociology/gimenez/work/cgr.html
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~wright/selected-published-writings.htm#classes
http://www.hwiesenthal.de/downloads/2logics.pdf
http://www.hwiesenthal.de/downloads/2logics.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImYXE2bVU1RDhTVlk/edit?usp=sharing
http://socialistworker.org/2011/01/04/race-class-and-marxism
http://www.solidarity-us.org/pdfs/cadreschool/fields.pdf
http://wearemany.org/a/2013/06/political-economy-of-racism
http://msuweb.montclair.edu/~furrg/essays/fieldsideolandrace.html
http://blogs.umass.edu/weinbaum/files/2008/05/barbara-fields-article.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/182137164/Reagan-the-Right-and-the-Working-Class


Advanced

• Adolph Reed, Jr and Merlin Chowkwanyun - “Race, Class, Crisis: The Discourse of Racial
Disparity and its Analytical Discontents”

• Adolph Reed, Jr et al - Symposium on “Unraveling the Relation of Race and Class in Amer-
ican Politics”

Further Reading

• Michael Goldfield - The Color of Politics: Race and the Mainsprings of American Politics

• W.E.B. Du Bois - Black Reconstruction in America: An Essay Toward a History of the Part
Which Black Folk Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in America, 1860-1880

• Michael Reich - Racial Inequality: A Political-Economic Analysis

• Stephen Steinberg - The Ethnic Myth: Race, Ethinicity, and Class in America

Reformism and Social Democracy

Introductory

• Robert Brenner - “The Problem of Reformism”

• Ralph Miliband and Marcel Liebman - “Beyond Social Democracy”

• Jonah Birch - Social Democracy: Can We Vote Our Way to Socialism?

Intermediate

• Leo Panitch - “The Impasse of Social Democratic Politics”

• Robert Brenner - “The Paradox of Social Democracy”

Advanced

• Adam Przeworski - “Social Democracy as a Historical Phenomenon”

• Jonas Pontusson - “Radicalization and Retreat in Swedish Social Democracy”

Further Reading

• Jonas Pontusson - The Limits of Social Democracy: Investment Politics in Sweden

• Adam Przeworski - Capitalism and Social Democracy

• Robin Archer - Why is There No Labor Party in the United States?
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http://ssc.wisc.edu/~chowkwanyun/ReedChowkwanyunSR.pdf
http://ssc.wisc.edu/~chowkwanyun/ReedChowkwanyunSR.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImQ2Q4Vmo1ZmgtMkk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImQ2Q4Vmo1ZmgtMkk/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.solidarity-us.org/pdfs/cadreschool/rbrenner.pdf
http://www.marxists.org/archive/miliband/1985/xx/beyondsd.htm
http://wearemany.org/a/2010/06/social-democracy
http://socialistregister.com/index.php/srv/article/view/5521/2419#.UtM8N5CJAjA
http://www.scribd.com/doc/98248091/Brenner-Paradox-of-Social-Democracy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImMFlUR3kxQlIzSFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImNDh1OFoyN2J3Y3c/edit?usp=sharing


Imperialism

Introductory

• David McNally - “Understanding Imperialism: Old and New Dominion”

• Ellen Meiksins Wood - “Unhappy Families: Global Capitalism in a World of Nation-States”

Intermediate

• Robert Brenner - “What is, and What is Not, Imperialism?”

• Chris Harman - “Analysing Imperialism”

• Adaner Usmani - “Why Some are So Rich: What’s Imperialism Got to Do with It?”

Further Reading

• Anthony Brewer - Marxist Theories of Imperialism: A Critical Survey

• Alex Callinicos - Imperialism and Global Political Economy

• Thomas J. McCormick - America’s Half-Century: United States Foreign Policy in the Cold
War and After

The Trotskyist Tradition

Introductory

• Todd Chretien - “Classics of Marxism: The Revolution Betrayed”

• Snehal Shingavi - Trotsky’s Struggle Against Stalinism

Intermediate

• Tony Cliff - “Trotskyism After Trotsky”

• Duncan Hallas - Trotsky’s Marxism

• Duncan Hallas - “Trotskyism Reassessed”

• Daniel Bensäıd - “The Baggage of Exodus: Trotsky, Revolutions, and the Constitution of
‘Original’ Trotskyism”

Advanced

• John Eric Marot - “Trotsky, the Left Opposition, and the Rise of Stalinism: Theory and
Practice”
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http://www.solidarity-us.org/site/node/255
http://monthlyreview.org/1999/07/01/unhappy-families
http://www.revalvaatio.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/brenner-what_is_and_what.pdf
http://www.marxists.org/archive/harman/2003/xx/imperialism.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B082ah0hb7ImWUhBU1hCTjUyZkE/edit?usp=sharing
http://digamo.free.fr/brewer1990.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/118244613/Callinicos-Alex-Imperialism-and-Global-Political-Economy-2009
http://isreview.org/issues/36/rev_betrayed.shtml
http://wearemany.org/a/2010/06/trotskys-struggle-against-stalin
http://marxists.anu.edu.au/archive/cliff/works/1999/trotism/index.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/hallas/works/1979/trotsky/
http://www.marxists.org/archive/hallas/works/1977/07/reassess.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/bensaid/2000/xx/exodus.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/bensaid/2000/xx/exodus.htm
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/67234/mod_resource/content/1/Marot_Left_Opposition.pdf
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/67234/mod_resource/content/1/Marot_Left_Opposition.pdf


Further Reading

• Ernest Mandel - Trotsky as Alternative

• Baruch Knei-Paz - The Social and Political Thought of Leon Trotsky

• Alex Callinicos - Trotskyism
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http://www.marxists.de/trotism/callinicos/

